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MUCH of the comprehensive legislation bearing on health and social welfare recently passed by Parliament must bring about far-reaching changes in public health administration, and in the structure of health services provided by local authorities. The National Health Service Act, 1946, and the National Insurance Act, 1946, have not yet come into operation, and the working out of the administrative details affecting the fuLnctions and responsibilities of local health authorities under these Acts is a formidable task. In the midst of such a welter of complicated legislation it must have taken much energy, courage, and enterprise on the part of the authors to provide a new edition (the 12th in the case under review) of a textbook of public health. The previous edition (llth) published early in 1946 had run out of print owving to the increased demand for copies and the authors found it necessary to produce a new edition. In spite of the difficulties of the times, the authors have succeeded in maintaining and, in many respects, surpassing the excellence of previous editions. This comprehensive textbook has found favour, not only with undergraduate medical students and graduates reading for a certificate or diploma in public health, but also with medical officers of health and other public health officers vho find in it a wealth of information bearing on every aspect of public health wvork.
The book is clearly written and the implications of complicated sanitary law are much simplified by the easy style of approach to administrative problems connected with both personal services and environmental work.
The chapter on hospitals and hospital administration contains much useful information, but the limitation of control of local authority hospital services, brought about by the National Health Services Act, will now reiader the subject matter of the chapter of less interest to the medical officer of health.
The book is well laid out and is brought up to date by the inclusion of new legislation dealing with the social services and an outline of the health services to be provided by local authorities.
The illustrations and diagrams are an additional feature. There is a good index, but throughout the text it would be an improvement for easy reference if the page and not chapter of the reference were given, e.g. on page 26 "(see Chapter IX)" appears; one searches through Chapter IX and probably has difficulty in finding what specific matter the authors have in mind by this reference. This, however, is a minor defect and does not detract from the opinion that the textbook is outstanding in meeting the demands for authoritative information in all branches of preventive medicine.
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